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Introduction

Food insecurity Headlines

Food Alliance progress

Right to Food strategy progress

Breakout sessions:

o #1- Awareness and education around food poverty and insecurity 
(training delivered by the Beans on Toast project)

o #2 – Exploring School Food programmes / How are Schools in 
Cheshire East supporting children and families facing food insecurity

Agenda
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Food insecurity Headlines…

Household 
food insecurity: 

Reduce food 
prices / End 

dependency on 
emergency 

food parcels

School food: 
Free breakfast 
clubs in every 

school / No 
commitment to 

any existing 
scheme

Around 470,000 
children are 

missing out on 
FSM despite 
being eligible 

for them

Health 
Inequalities: 
Banning junk 

food ads aimed 
at children / 

energy drinks 
for under 16s. 

1 in 4 North 
West Schools 
are operating 
food banks 

(Bristol 
University)

93% of Cheshire 
East Schools 
report higher 
levels of food 

insecurity than 
12 months ago

Food Security: 
No food 
strategy, 

commitment to 
supporting 

British Farmers

Food for the 
planet: Half of all 

public sector 
food to be 

produced locally 
/ Environmental 

land mgt 
schemes 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/news-and-blog/latest-stats/end-year-stats/
https://foodfoundation.org.uk/initiatives/food-insecurity-tracking
https://foodfoundation.org.uk/initiatives/food-prices-tracking
https://www.food.gov.uk/news-alerts/news/fsas-flagship-survey-shows-food-affordability-concerns-have-risen
https://fareshare.org.uk/news-media/news/govt-announce-15m-fund-for-food-surplus-redistribution/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-blueprint-to-grow-the-uk-fruit-and-vegetable-sector/a-blueprint-to-grow-the-uk-fruit-and-vegetable-sector
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-blueprint-to-grow-the-uk-fruit-and-vegetable-sector/a-blueprint-to-grow-the-uk-fruit-and-vegetable-sector
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How can the Food Coordinator role help
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Raise our issues with CEC

Working in partnership

Project growth / continuation

Identify new opportunities

Advice and help e.g. promotion

Other support services

Acesss to funding

Access to food

Improved communication between groups

Based on responses from the Community Food Survey (n)

Type of support needed
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CEC Household Support Fund – funding for community food / other projects 
across Cheshire East

Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust Grant (Food Poverty) - focus on enabling 
resilience and independence e.g. food education & cooking skills – July 31

Following up the discussions from last Food Alliance meeting e.g. referral 
pathways & surplus food solution (reframing the Right to Food strategy)

Rural Food Insecurity Network themes - food supply & distribution, models of 
community food provision & providing access to wraparound support

Continuing to work with CEC and C&M NHS to increase Healthy Start uptake

Cheshire East Food Alliance progress…

Introduce more low-cost, sustainable food pathways e.g. social 
supermarkets / Community shop / food pantries

Alignment with Cheshire East Eat Well, Move More Partnership work
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Potential sources of donations
Bank the Food 
(https://www.bankthefood.org) Bankuet (www.bankuet.co.uk)
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Main challenges of community food 
projects

0 20 40 60 80

Reductions in donated food

Incresased demand

Rising food costs

Surplus food availability

Increase in non food costs

Lack of funding

Venue / storage

Staff / volunteer availability

Competition for food
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Reframing the Right to Food Strategy

Ensuring a food secure Cheshire East where residents have a ‘right to’ 
affordable, quality, healthy, sustainable food.

CEFA 
vision

Providing 
residents with 

long-term 
support to 
reduce the 

dependence on 
food banks

School food:  
Increasing 

uptake of  FSM, 
HAF, Breakfast

Clubs

Increasing 
community 

engagement with 
food and food 
knowledge - 

Healthy Eating e.g.
Healthy Start

Surplus food 
model –

collaboration with 
growers 

producers, 
manufacturers 
and retailers.
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Next Food Alliance meeting date:
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